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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment filed on 5/27/04 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 4-72. 14-41 and 55 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 27 May 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 
42-54 drawn to Groups II-V non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 42-54 
have been CANCELLED. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record do not anticipate nor do they reasonably suggest the book 
trimmer as claimed in claims 55, 12 and 31. The closest prior art, Westra et al (US 
5,694,823) teaches a document trimming apparatus comprising many of the claimed 
elements including, inter alia, a movable carriage (e.g. 88, 90) and a holder (e.g. 109) 
wherein the holder rotates the document (or book) into three different positions and 
moves toward and away from the blades to trim the edges of the documents or books. 
However, Westra et al lacks the subframe as claimed in claim 55; an indexing 
mechanism for shifting the carriage between the first, second, and third positions (claim 
12); and a vertically movable carriage (claim 31). With respect to claim 55, Westra et al 
includes a carriage (at 88, 90) in Fig. 7) that is mounted on a subframe (e.g. 93 with 
specific reference to the brackets that allows movement of the carriage 90). However, 
the subframe does not move along with the carriage and the holder (e.g. 109) toward 
and away from the shearing plane. Moreover, although the carriage is movable within 
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the slot (114) and thereby potentially construed as reading on limitation of the carriage 
"being movable in transverse direction with respect to the subframe" in claim 55, the 
carriage does not move along that slot in first, second, and third carriage positions to 
specifically correspond to the first, second, and third holder positions, i.e. a certain 
position of the carriage does not equate to a specific position of the holder to trim either 
of the minor edges of the document/book nor the major edge. The movement of the 
carriage in the slot merely facilitates movement of the holder toward and away from the 
shearing plane with no specific correlation to the various. With respect to claim 12, 
Westra et al teaches a stepper motor (96 - c. 4, 11. 45-49) that moves the carriage, but it 
does not index the carriage as defined by the Applicant. For substantially similar 
reasons stated above with respect to claim 55, the certain increment of movement of the 
carriage (i.e. indexing) does not equate to a specific holder position for trimming the 
first, second, or third edge of the document/book. With respect to claim 31, Westra et 
al's carriage is limited in movement with respect to the horizontal plane and the carriage 
does not move vertically to position the document/book. The cylinder (108) in Westra 
et al moves vertically, but the actual carriage (90) does not. None of the other prior art 
of record fairly teach or suggest these lacking features. Thus, it is believed that the 
claimed invention with the lacking features in combination with all the other recited 
elements are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles Goodman whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0501. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:30 
AM to 6:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Allan Shoap, can be reached on (703) 308-1082. 

In lieu of mailing, it is encouraged that all formal responses be faxed to (703) 
872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1148. 





Charles Goodman 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3724 



September 20, 2004 




